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ANSI/RESNET/ICC Standard 380 will soon replace Chapter 8 of the RESNET MINHERS Standard on how to 

conduct building and duct leakage testing and must be followed by all HERS Raters and RFIs for homes permitted 

on or after July 1, 2018. The following language from section 3.2 of Standard 380 standardizes several points 

regarding preparation for blower door testing that previously referenced other standards or were up to rater 

interpretation. Most notably, the following language states how to handle conditioned crawlspaces and sealed 

attics, how to handle both local and whole-building ventilation systems, and how to handle un-dampered 

openings to the exterior. 

 

3.2 Procedure to Prepare the Building for Testing 
3.2.1 Fenestration. Exterior doors and windows shall be closed and latched. 
3.2.2 Attached garages. All exterior garage doors and windows shall be closed and latched unless the Blower Door is 

installed between the Conditioned Space Volume and the garage, in which case the garage shall be opened to 
the outside by opening at least one exterior garage door. 

3.2.3 Crawlspaces. Crawlspaces shall be configured as follows and the position of the crawlspace access doors and 
hatches shall be recorded. When the access doors and hatches between Conditioned Space Volume and the 
crawlspace are closed, due to requirements in 3.2.3.1, 3.2.3.2.1, or 3.2.3.2.2, the crawlspace shall be 
excluded from Infiltration Volume and Conditioned Space Volume. 

 3.2.3.1 If a crawlspace is vented to the exterior, interior access doors and hatches between the Conditioned 
Space Volume and the crawlspace shall be closed. Exterior crawlspace access doors, hatches, and 
vents shall be left in their as-found position.  

 3.2.3.2 If a crawlspace is not vented to the exterior, all access doors and hatches between the Conditioned 
Space Volume and crawlspace shall be opened. Exterior crawlspace access  doors, hatches, and vents 
shall be closed to the extent possible 

  3.2.3.2.1 Exception 1: If the floor above the crawlspace is air sealed and insulated, the access 
doors and hatches between the Conditioned Space Volume and crawlspace shall be 
closed. Exterior crawlspace access doors, hatches, and vents shall be left in their as-
found position 

3.2.4 Attics. Attics shall be configured as follows and the position of the attic access doors and hatches shall be 
recorded. When the access doors and hatches between the Conditioned Space Volume and the attic are 
closed, due to requirements in 3.2.4.1 or 3.2.4.2.1, the attic shall be excluded from Infiltration Volume and 
Conditioned Space Volume.  

 3.2.4.1 If an attic is not both air sealed and insulated at the roof deck, access doors and hatches between the 
Conditioned Space Volume and the attic shall be closed. Exterior attic access doors, hatches and 
vents shall be left in their as-found position. 

 3.2.4.2 If an attic is both air sealed and insulated at the roof deck, interior access doors and hatches 
between the Conditioned Space Volume and the attic shall be opened. Exterior attic access doors, 
vents, and hatches shall be closed to the extent possible. 

3.2.5 Basements. Basements shall be configured as follows and the position of the basement doors shall be 
recorded. When doors between the Conditioned Space Volume and the basement are closed, due to 
requirements in 3.2.5.1.1 or 3.2.5.1.2, the basement shall be excluded from Infiltration Volume and 
Conditioned Space Volume. 

 3.2.5.1 All doors between the Conditioned Space Volume and basement shall be opened. Exterior basement 
access doors, vents, and hatches shall be closed to the extent possible.  

  3.2.5.1.1 Exception 1: When the floor above the basement is air sealed and insulated, doors 
between the basement and Conditioned Space Volume shall be closed. Exterior 
basement access doors, hatches and vents shall be left in their as-found position 
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3.2.6 Interior doors. All doors between rooms inside the Conditioned Space Volume shall be opened. 
3.2.7 Chimney dampers and combustion-air inlets on solid fuel appliances. Chimney dampers and combustion-air 

inlets on solid fuel appliances shall be closed. Precautions shall be taken to prevent ashes or soot from entering 
the house dwelling unit during testing. 

3.2.8 Combustion appliance flue vents. Combustion appliance flue vents shall be left in their as-found position. 
3.2.9 Fans. Any fan or appliance capable of inducing airflow across the building enclosure shall be turned off 

including, but not limited to, clothes dryers, attic fans, kitchen and bathroom exhaust fans, air handlers, 
ventilation fans used in a whole-house building mechanical ventilation system, and crawlspace and attic 
ventilation fans. This requirement to turn fans off includes accessible fans in adjacent attached dwelling units. 

3.2.10 Dampers 
 3.2.10.1 Non-motorized dampers that connect the Conditioned Space Volume to the exterior or to 

Unconditioned Space Volumes shall be left in their as-found positions. 
 3.2.10.2 Motorized dampers that connect the Conditioned Space Volume to the exterior or to 

Unconditioned Space Volume shall be placed in their closed positions and shall not be further 
sealed. 

3.2.11 Non-dampered openings for ventilation, combustion air and make-up air 
 3.2.11.1 Non-dampered ventilation openings of intermittently operating local exhaust ventilation systems 

(for example, bath fans and kitchen range fans) that connect the Conditioned Space Volume to the 
exterior or to Unconditioned Space Volume shall be left open. 

 3.2.11.2 Non-dampered ventilation openings of intermittently operating whole-building ventilation 
systems, including HVAC fan-integrated outdoor air inlets that connect the Conditioned Space 
Volume to the exterior or to Unconditioned Space Volume shall not be sealed.  

 3.2.11.3 Non-dampered ventilation openings of continuously operating local exhaust ventilation systems (for 
example, bathroom or kitchen exhaust) that connect the Conditioned Space Volume to the exterior 
or to Unconditioned Space Volume shall be sealed at the exterior of the enclosure where conditions 
allow. 

 3.2.11.4 Non-dampered ventilation openings of continuously operating whole-house building ventilation 
systems that connect the Conditioned Space Volume to the exterior or to Unconditioned Space 
Volume shall be sealed at the exterior of the enclosure where conditions allow. 

 3.2.11.5 All other non-dampered intentional openings between Conditioned Space Volume and the exterior 
or Unconditioned Space Volume shall be left open (for example, un-dampered combustion air or 
make-up air openings).  

3.2.12 Whole-building fan louvers/shutters. Whole-building fan louvers and shutters shall be closed. In addition, if 
there is a seasonal cover present, it shall be installed.  

3.2.13 Evaporative coolers. The opening to the exterior of evaporative coolers shall be placed in its off position. In 
addition, if there is a seasonal cover present, it shall be installed. 

3.2.14 Operable window trickle-vents and through-the-wall vents. Operable window trickle-vents and through-the-
wall vents shall be closed. 

3.2.15 Supply registers and return grilles. Supply registers and return grilles shall be left in their as-found position and 
left uncovered.  

3.2.16 Plumbing drains with p-traps. Plumbing drains with empty p-traps shall be sealed or filled with water. 
3.2.17 Vented combustion appliances. Vented combustion appliances shall remain off or in “pilot only” mode for the 

duration of the test 

 


