
Technical Bulletin: LED Lighting in Ekotrope and REM/Rate 
Residential New Construction Program 
 
 
 
Ekotrope recently released version 3.0 which includes the ability to capture LED savings. Similarly, 
REM/Rate v15.7 and later also accounts for LEDs (see the ni for information on the latest acceptable 
version of REM) LED lights can produce high-quality instant-on lighting with as little as half the wattage 
of a CFL, translating to larger rebates in the RNC Program.  

 
The table below outlines the rebate impacts of moving from 100% CFL to 100% LED lighting in some 
typical program homes. Actual increases vary based on the particular home’s size and bedroom count.  
 

Table 1: LED savings 
Size of Home Incentive Increase 
Small  (~1,500 sf) $  165.80 

Medium  (~2,500 sf) $  201.45 
Large  (~3,500 sf) $  282.55 

 
Claiming LED savings: 
Ekotrope 
LED lighting percentages should be indicated in Ekotrope’s “Lights & Appliances” tab. **Note that the 
project must be set to version 3.0 or later. The LED column appears regardless of the version, but only 
impacts savings if the version is later than v3.0.  
 

  
Location of the LED Column Location of the Ekotrope version in “Project Info” 

 
REM/Rate 
LED lighting percentages should be indicated in REM’s “Lights & Appliances” tab. **Note that only 
versions 15.7 and later include the inputs displayed immediately below. 
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Correctly identifying LEDs: 
Early LED products looked distinctly different than regular incandescent bulbs, making it easy to identify 
efficient lighting. New LED lighting products are much harder to visually distinguish from incandescent 
bulbs. Tips for correctly identifying LED bulbs include: 

• Bulbs that look incandescent, but with yellow strips instead of regular filaments are often LEDs. 
• When in doubt, remove the bulb and look for “LED” on it.  
• If there is no visible bulb and the fixture cannot be dismantled, it is likely a “puck” LED. 
• Be sure to check under-cabinet lighting in the kitchen. These can sometimes be halogen 

(incandescent) lights. LED versions will appear to have an array of small yellow squares when 
turned off.  

• Is the light hot to the touch? LEDs are efficient because they convert electricity to light and not 
heat. If the bulb is on but not too hot to touch, it is likely an LED. 

 
Common examples of LED light bulbs can be seen on the next page. 
 
 
 

Examples of common LED bulbs 
 

 
 

   

Common LED bulb “Edison style” LED  Recessed LED Under cabinet LEDs  
 
 


